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President’s
Message

"Put your heart, mind, and soul into even
your smallest acts. This is the secret of
success." - Swami Sivananda.

For those of you who joined us down

in Bloomington for our 2025 fall
convention, you witnessed the success.
Our convention was an overwhelming
success. | am so proud to be leading
truly the most dedicated, hard-working,
passionate group of board members.
Each board member truly puts their
heart, their mind, and their soul into
even the smallest acts, so let me now
introduce you to this phenomenal 2025
ILCRA board in the way that | know
them.

ILCRA, we are truly lucky to have Brad
Benjamin with us as President-Elect.
Brad, a freelancer, has the biggest

heart, a generous soul, and the coolest
demeanor when executing life’s tasks.
I'm proud to have him by my side. Thank
you for your service, Brad.

Andrea Jent, Vice President, works as

a state official and is a powerhouse of
ideas with all of the strength and skill to
bring those ideas to life. Andrea, “Keep
on trucking.”

Saralyn Hicks Britt, Treasurer, a federal
official, is new to the board this year; but
in her first days of service, she jumped
in to lend a hand wherever she could, all
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while spreading her warm, endearing
smile. Saralyn, welcome to the board.

Kirstie Anderson, Legislative
Representative, works as a state official,
can adapt to all types of situations and
stressors, keeps a level head, and will
always leave you with a chuckle. Thank
you for all you do, Kirstie.

Zeke Alicea, Secretary, works as a
captioner, and comes to the board
representing the youth of our industry.
Thanks for stepping up, Zeke.

Heather Perkins-Reiva, Region 1 Official
Representative, works as a federal
official and executes her duties in this
role with style and grace. Heather, thank
you for your time and dedication to
ILCRA.

JoAnn Losoya, Region 1 Freelance
Representative, is as sharp as a they
come. Her understanding of the
industry and input into the goings-on
are unmatched. | wish I'd met her 20
years ago. Thank you for bringing your
experience to the table, JoAnn.

Continued on page 3
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ILCRA Does for lllinois Reporters

Works to maintain your right to be certified.

Monitors, promotes, and lobbies to pass legislation favorable to the interest
of court reporters, captioners and CART providers.

Monitors legislation affecting our professions on a statewide and national
basis through both our Legislative Committee and our lobbyist.

Sponsors an annual conference and one-day seminars including continuing
education and the latest in reporting technology.

Publishes Ad Infinitum, a quarterly online newsletter containing the newest
up-to-the-minute reporting developments throughout the state, highlights of
board meetings, advertisements of vendors and agency owners, and names
and telephone numbers of ILCRA officers.

Serves as an affiliated state unit of the National Court Reporters Association.
Offers members significantly reduced rates for the conventions and seminars.

Awards Student Scholarships, a Distinguished Service Award, an Award of
Excellence for an Outstanding Educator, and conducts speed contests each year.

Provides resources on the ILCRA website, including the CSR Act, Court
Reporters’ Act, Rules and Regulations of the lllinois Department of Financial
and Professional Regulation, Transcript Act, and ILCRA Bylaws. It also
includes officers’ names and contact information as well as Committees and
Committee Members. ILCRA Member Information is included on the website
under “Find a Reporter.”

Offers an Online Student Mentor Program.
Promotes student recruitment.
Organizes letter-writing campaigns on issues affecting our professions.

Sends representative members to legislative boot camps, leadership
conferences, and the national convention for training and education.

Provides reporters for demonstrations on request and attends career days
throughout the state.

Provides free CART brochures to its members.

Provides a court reporters network through Constant Contact which allows
ILCRA to immediately be in touch with members via email.

Serves the membership with the phone number 703-729-4861 and a website.

Provides an association management company to assist members.

ILCRA MISSION STATEMENT



mailto:lorie2925@gmail.com
mailto:contact@ilcra.org
http://www.ncra.org
http://ilcra.dynamicdatawebsites.com/sitepage.asp?page=Speed-Contest
http://www.ilcra.org

Meet the New ILCRA Board Members

Ezekiel “Zeke” Alicea,
RPR, CRC, CSR-IL,
Secretary

Hi! My name is Ezekiel (Zeke) Alicea. If
you're wondering how to pronounce
my last name, think: Muhammad “Ali”-
Say-Uh. I'm 26 years old, and I'm the
best male, mid-20s stenographer in
Chicago; | am probably also the only

male, mid-20s stenographer in Chicago.

| also grew up in Portage Park and am
now living in West Ridge in Chicago.
Some of my hobbies are pickleball,
volleyball, board/videogames, improv,
and playing the trumpet.

In 2019 | went to MacCormac (now
Generations) College shortly after

I heard about stenography in a
Criminology class during my first year
at Marquette University. | picked it up
very quickly and was hooked!

I've been a stenographer for five years
now, which feels a little weird saying
because | feel like I've been working
much longer than that. For most

of my career I've been doing CART
captioning, specializing in on-site
events. |'ve captioned a VARIETY of
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work now, including galas, conferences,
panels, theatre, improv, classes,
auctions, film screenings; and I've
worked in many places around Chicago,
including Navy Pier, The Mart, Lincoln
Park Zoo, Union Station, Second City,
Millenium Park, Chicago Cultural Center,
Wrigley Field, Daley Plaza. | could keep
going, but I'll stop there.

So, you can probably tell by now that
CART is a passion of mine. A big reason
why | enjoy it is that | often think of
myself as a musician when I'm writing,
and when I'm captioning in a room or
space where everyone can see my work,
it feels like I'm “performing,” and that
is just very satisfying for me. | get that
feeling too when I'm doing realtime
occasionally, but it's not as good of a
feeling compared to doing CART.

| also really like CHALLENGING work.

| think it's the inner masochist in me,

but I really like pushing my limits and
getting better from it.

For instance, | have captioned people
reading their Mad Libs; let me tell you,
you really have to shut your brain off
for that. I've captioned auctioneers;
really not as bad as | thought it would
be though. I've captioned in Hebrew
even though | don't understand a LICK
of Hebrew; that basically took a ton

of prep and almost 1000 J-dictionary
entries, but it was worth it because
now | caption for that client every
year. I've captioned music without
HAVING ANY LYRICS BEFOREHAND!
This particular job really was helpful
though because | had to figure out a
way to instantly look up lyrics while still
captioning, which I DID, and it’s a very
handy tool now for events where I'm
not given a set list.

Continued on page 4
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Sara Sapp, Region 2 Official
Representative, is our newest
member to join the board. Sara
is newly certified in Illinois and
working as an official in southern
lllinois. | look forward to working
with you, Sara.

Laurie Kornmuller will be stepping
in as Education Liaison. Some of you
may know her from her behind-the-
scenes work at convention, helping
out with our speed and realtime
contests; but, now, we're putting her
to work keeping the board apprised
of our court reporting schools in
lllinois. Thank you, Laurie.

As for me, | started out freelancing,
then worked as a state official, and
now a federal official. My prior
board service has been guided

by the best of the best in terms

of ILCRA’s past presidents, in my
opinion. So, Kathryn Thomas,
Georgia Northway, Mary Ann Casale,
Greg Weiland, thank you. Thank

you for your service. Thank you for
your guidance. And thank you for
your leadership. | will try my hardest
to do the same for Brad Benjamin,
President-Elect, as you all did for me.

Henry Ford said, “Coming together
is a beginning, staying together is
progress, and working together is
success." Ladies and gentlemen,
your 2025 ILCRA board has come
together, we've stayed together, and
we've already had success. Now, |
look forward to getting to work on
another successful year for you, our
members.

Lorie
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Meet The New ILCRA Board Members (continued)

ALSO, when | do CART on-site, Ill

often get questions: “How do you
type so fast?” “That’s so cool, does
that use AI?” This opens up many
conversations where | can explain how
stenography works and why human-
provided captions are valuable. I'm
also very transparent with what we,

as stenographers, do, and | have seen,
WITH MY OWN EYES, that the more
people understand what exactly it is
we're doing, the more they appreciate
and value our skill, which is why |
encourage all of us to be open to
conversations and explain what exactly
we're doing.

I'm excited and grateful to be serving
on ILCRA’s board as Secretary. I'm 26
years old, and I'm planning on being a
stenographer till | retire, so you could
say I'm deeply invested in the future

of court reporting. Looking forward

to contributing what | can and help
advocate for our profession even more!

Saralyn Hicks Britt,
CSR-IL, CCR-AL,
Treasurer

My name is Saralyn Hicks Britt, and |
have recently moved to lllinois from
Alabama. | have been called to serve as
ILCRA Treasurer, and by that, | could not
be more humbled or honored.

| graduated from the Realtime Court
Reporting program at Gadsden State
Community College in April of 2021. |
worked closely with some local firms
as a freelancer for about a year. In
October of 2022, | began my first State
Officialship position in Jackson County,
Alabama. Shortly thereafter, | relocated
to my hometown of Huntsville,
Alabama working at the Madison
County courthouse. In November of
2024, | started my role as a part-time
Federal Official in the Southern District
of lllinois, Benton, lllinois, where | plan
to stay for as long as they'll have me.

| continue to freelance outside of my
set Officialship workdays, keeping my
deposition skills well-polished.

I live in Du Quoin, lllinois with my
partner and two very cute dogs.
Outside of court reporting, | enjoy
hosting people from all around

the world in our AirBnB properties,
swimming, gardening, video games,
archery, jiu jitsu, SCUBA diving,
cruising, reading, making complicated
spreadsheets, learning languages, and
some light entrepreneurship.

| look forward to speaking with you

all more in the coming years, getting

to know your wants and needs more
clearly so that | may better serve this
vibrant profession of ours. Please don't
hesitate to reach out if you have any
ideas you'd like to share, or if you just
want to nerd out about any of my listed
interests. See y'all soon!

Sara Sapp,

RPR, CSR-IL, CCR-MO, CCR-WA,
Region 2 Official
Representative

I am a newly certified official reporter in
Madison County. | live with my partner,
Ryan, and our cats in Collinsville,
lllinois. | am also a runner, an actor,

and a big fan of Muppets. I'm looking
forward to giving board service a shot
and discovering how | can best give
back to my profession.

Laurie Kornmuller,
BS, CRI,
Education Liaison

Laurie comes to us with 30 years of
experience. She graduated with a dual
major, earning a Bachelor’s of Science
from Southern lllinois University with

a focus on stenography & advanced
technical studies. Laurie started

as a Freelance reporter and then

spent some time in the courtroom.
Moving to Chicago, she landed a legal
secretary position, and then became a
stenography teacher for two different
schools. She loved teaching so much,
she obtained her CRI - and then quit

it all to enjoy raising a family. But there
was always that draw to return to court
reporting, a feeling that “steno never
leaves you.” So a few years ago, she
dusted off her old skills and went to
work on rebuilding her speed. Laurie is
currently a stenography teacher with
Moreno Steno & Voice in California. She
cannot wait to support steno schools
and help students obtain their dreams
of becoming working court reporters. ®



Looking Forward to Future ILCRA Conventions

By Brad Benjamin,
RPR, CSR,
President-Elect

lllinois, known for its rich legal history
and diverse culture, offers a wide array

of potential locations for hosting the

next court reporter convention. As
professionals who play a critical role

in the judicial system, court reporters
deserve a venue that balances
practicality, accessibility, and an engaging
atmosphere. For the lllinois-based court
reporting community, choosing the ideal
destination for their next gathering is
about more than just location—it’s about
providing an environment that fosters
networking, education, and inspiration.

In considering where lllinois court
reporters would prefer to hold their next
convention, we need to examine several
factors: accessibility, professional value,
nearby amenities, and unique local flavor.
With this in mind, let’s explore some of the
top locations across the state.

| did not write the two paragraphs
above; they were written by ChatGPT. |
asked ChatGPT where to hold our next
lllinois convention in 700 words or less.
While its choices were not necessarily
wrong, the subsequently suggested “top
locations across the state” left something
to be desired. Some are sites the board
has never thought of. Others we have
deliberately chosen not to repeat.

The 2025 ILCRA convention was a
resounding success. | was not on the
committee to plan the convention this
year, so being on the periphery as the
convention neared and the board’s
excitement and anticipation began to
build, | was hesitant to bring up my fear of

n www.ILCRA.org

possible low attendance.

| supported and even encouraged our
convention taking place in Bloomington/
Normal but became concerned lllinois
reporters would develop convention
fatigue after the stiff competition from the
summer’s other reporting-related events
- not to mention the big convention
running concurrently with ours.

My fears were unfounded. Not holding
the convention in Chicago worked to our
advantage. To my delight, we had a flurry
of sponsors and an impressive number of
students in addition to professionals in
attendance. Chances are, if you're reading
this newsletter, you're an ILCRA member
and invested in our state organization.

If not, please join us. We are growing in
numbers and welcome your support.

While the ILCRA convention is scheduled
to return to Chicagoland next year, I'd
really like to get everyone’s opinion on
new locations for the future. Besides
reporting/captioning/CART, what are your
interests? What else would you like to see?

I'll start. Do you know what I love more
than anything? Waterslides! | know

you thought | would say “reporters.” Of
course, | love reporters too, but for me,
waterslides are right up there with skiing
and a few other activities my body is
starting to tell me to slow down on a bit.
These days, I'm limited to living vicariously
through social media clips of others racing
down sketchy looking waterslides at
breakneck speeds, probably in countries
with less stringent safety regulations.

Wisconsin Dells, the waterslide capital of
the world, is my Disneyland. Don’t worry,
| won't petition the board to outsource
our convention to Wisconsin, or for that
matter lllinois options like Raging Rivers,
Raging Waves, or any other raging locale
just because | love waterslides and want

to spend my time free from ILCRA duties
in the water. I'm guessing not all reporters
share my passion for waterslides.

With that said, is anyone interested in
an ILCRA convention in Wisconsin Dells?
Thought I'd ask!

Now I'd like to poll our readers for
suggestions on where to hold our

future conventions. Our intention is to
hold conventions on alternate years in
Southern lllinois to bring in more reporters
living closer to Kentucky than Chicago. We
made it as far as Bloomington/Normal this
year and are considering more options
downstate as well as the rest of the state
for the coming years.

We'd really like to hear from you.
Thank you!
|
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Stepping Up Instead of Down

By Georgia Northway,
RPR, CSR, CCR-MO,
Executive Director (In Training!)

If you would've told me back in 2013 that | would be the one
tapped for the next Executive Director of the lllinois Court
Reporters Association, | probably would have gone into
hiding, or | flat-out would not have believed it. There's no
way | could ever be a Nancy Davis or a Dave Wenhold. They
are powerhouses — “rockstar legends” is usually how people
of this caliber in the profession are described.

But here we are, and here | am. And while | still know | can
never be Nancy Davis or Dave Wenhold, | can be the best me
there is, and I'm finally ready to account for what that means
and how | can bring it all with me into this new role.

It all started in a conversation with Dave at NCRA in
Minneapolis. | was confronted with the bittersweet truth of
life — time continues to hurl us all forward from one year to
the next, seeming to only gain speed the more trips we take
around the sun.

| remember so vividly when we celebrated Nancy’s
retirement after decades of service, and we congratulated
her on a well-deserved departure from her position as
she turned the page in the book of her life to the chapter
entitled, “Retirement.”

It seems impossible that was nearly 15 years ago.

And all too soon, there | was, having the same conversation
with Dave about his hope to start letting things wind down,
to start his next chapter, to stop living to work and to begin
to shift the focus to spending time on the things that truly
matter in life.

At first, it was just friendly conversation, brainstorming
sessions about who we could possibly bring in, what that
would mean for the association, how best to onboard a
new agency - and of course, how much something like that
would cost.

The conversation was not an uplifting one. Right away, it
became clear the salary demand would skyrocket to hire a
different agency of Kautter Wenhold’s quality, and paying
more was no guarantee we were going to enjoy the same
dedicated service of someone who has spent a large part of
his career being a friend to the court reporting industry.

Over the next several weeks, this notion that we had to
get ahead and stay on top of finding a new executive
director ran in the background of my anxious mind, and

| was struggling to see a way forward. The fact that this
news came at the same time that | was about to go off the
board created this sinking feeling in my gut, and | knew

| couldn’t leave ILCRA altogether, especially without an
executive director securely in place for the future. But... |
was supposed to be done this year. | was supposed to be
stepping down after 12 years of board service and closing
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this chapter of my own life. |, too, was supposed to be
turning the page.

Over the latter part of this summer, | reflected on my early
years on the board, and | had this nagging feeling like my
performance was mediocre at best. The more recent half
felt like it was done with my hair on fire, blindfolded, yet still
navigating the route with a shipload of brand new board
members looking at me to steer.

It's hard not to look back and feel like | could have done
things so much better, but you already know what everyone
says about hindsight. It's a cliché for a reason.

Something else was nagging at me, and it had been going
on for a couple of years. Every time | thought about going off
the board for ILCRA, two things immediately followed: “I'm
not done yet. | have more to give.”

| don’t even know how to describe what happened next,
except it’s the closest thing I've experienced to a divine
calling. During another casual conversation just hours before
convention, trying to stay proactive about how we obtain a
new ED in a few years without emptying the bank, the words
were out of my mouth before | fully comprehended what |
was saying: “l can do it.”

That was all it took to set the wheels in motion. Well, | say
wheels; it felt more like hopping on the front a speed boat
going Mach 1 out into an ocean of the unknown. However,
to be fair, | also couldn’t contain my excitement at the ILCRA
board meeting, and | could hardly wait to announce that |
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was ready, willing, and able to step up when Dave decided
to retire — which is now 2026.

| second-guessed myself for a while after that, and truthfully,
| still wrestle with thoughts of doubt and feelings of
inadequacy. There is hesitancy, reservations, fears of failing;
the chatter in my mind asking the “what if” and “what
happens when” questions, and my favorite so far - “Who do
you think you are?!”

But through all of these anxious ruminations, they cannot
overcome this feeling, this knowing | have in the center

of my chest that is guiding me forward to simply do it. It
doesn't “speak” the way that fear and doubt ramble on; it's
just a hand on the rudder that keeps guiding me forward
through it all. And that “knowing” tells me | will. | must. Until
someone else makes themselves known, it's me.

It was a huge surprise to turn the page in the book of my life
and see a chapter entitled “Executive Director” as opposed
to “Post-ILCRA Life.” But it is an honor, a pleasure, and

with a soul-filled YES that | begin learning how to become
your next ILCRA ED. | am humbled and grateful to have

the support of the ILCRA Board behind this transition, and
I'm stepping into this position with an attitude of service,
dedication, responsiveness, and keeping ILCRA a top priority
in my daily life.

I am not done yet. | do have a lot more to give. And I'm very
much looking forward to the years ahead with ILCRA and

strengthening one of the largest court reporting associations
in the country. ®
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Speed and Realtime Contests

By JoAnn Losoya,
CSR, RPR, CRR

READY. BEGIN.

No scarier words were ever spoken!
READY. BEGIN. I don’t know about

you, but those two little words have
always given me trouble. First, the CSR;
then, the RPR. Finally the CRR. | had
told myself that | wouldn't put myself
through testing anxiety again, but
then Stephanie Battaglia DOUBLE-DOG
DARED me to compete in this year’s RT
and Speed contest. Well, how could |
back down then?

| walked into the testing room like a
puppy dog, wagging my tail all excited.
The veterans in the room welcomed
me. Fresh meat! They showed me

how to use the RF Transmitter.

They explained how the tests were
conducted. | naively worried about
using my macros and briefing on the
fly like I do on a regular job or selecting
conflicts from my machine. Everyone
looked at me with a smile as if to say,
“Oh, Grasshopper, you have a lot to
learn.”

And learn, | did. I'm competing with
some of greatest writers in the state:
the great Donna Urlaub, Greg Weiland,
Lorie Kennedy, Stephanie Battaglia,
Tammy Sefranek, Jo Gayle, Kathryn
Thomas, Patrick Mahon, Amy Doman.

I should have felt intimidated, but
they all made me feel like an equal. It
emboldened me.

| was randomly assigned a seat and |
set up shop.

READY. BEGIN.

First, some fun facts: Lorie Kennedy
failed theory, and she’s one of the
best writers in lllinois, qualifying and
winning RT and Speed competitions
several times.

_‘g
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Greg Weiland didn’t even type up his
tests the first three times he competed.

Stephanie Battaglia persevered for
30-something years chasing the dream
of placing.

I'm in the presence of greatness in our
court reporting community, and they
all had trials and tribulations to get

to where they are today. They did not
come out of the womb steno phenoms.
It gave me hope that |, too, would be
able to reach the highest high. After all,
| was told by my teacher, the infamous
Mr. Tossi, that | would never make it

as a court reporter 45 years ago. Yet
here | am today, killing it. (Yeah, I'm

not holding onto THAT at all.)  have a
hardship story, too. | fit right in.

Rita Corson, the test coordinator,
introduced herself and welcomed me
to this elite group. We had live readers,
Judy Lehman, Teresa Ozuna, and Laurie
Kornmuller. They tested the mics,

and although there was a bit of static,
everything came through loud and
clear. Here we go!

READY. BEGIN.
DEEP BREATH
And away we went.

| thought to myself, “I write realtime
every day, seven to eight hours a day.

| get complimented on my realtime

all the time, on how clean itis. 180 LIT
and 200 Q&A - How hard could it be? |
write cleanly with attorneys talking 240
regularly.” Piece of cake, right?

Wax on. Wax off. Simple.
Oh, how naive | was.

Sitting next to your competition,
legends of the court reporting world,
and watching them write — heady stuff.



Using an RF transmitter with a slight
buzzin your ear to hear the testimony
- not ideal. There would be no
complaining to the videographer to
fix the audio. Everyone seemed to deal
with it. Just keep quiet and write.

And of course, my old friend, test
anxiety, came roaring back as if it was
1980 and | was taking that damn CSR
for the first time.

Frozen like a deer in headlights.

Words are whizzing by, and I'm
thinking, “Wait, wait, wait, | have a brief
for that,” as | revert to trying to write
everything out on the Literary. It was
simple terminology for the most part.
We received a word list with proper
names, not unlike the prep | do for
every realtime job | go on. | know the
parties’ names and have a brief ready
to go as soon as they're mentioned. |
make up briefs for drugs and common
phrases that will come out to ensure
flawless realtime translation. | DO THIS
ALL THE TIME.

| did that same thing here, and then...
READY. BEGIN.
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And poof, it flew out of my mind.

The Q&A was a little better on the RT.
My nerves calmed down a little, but it
still wasn't until the two-minute mark
that I finally got into a rhythm. By then,
it was too late.

Now, onto the Speed contest. All the
contestants treated me like a baby bird
that needed help learning to fly. Again,
it was just writing. You could write just
on your writer or you could hook up

to your laptop and write directly to
your laptop. | chose just to write to my
writer. Again, | received my random
seat assignment. On my seat is a card
with a list of all the past contestants
that had that numbered seat, many of
the greatest writers in our community.
I thought, “Please bring me some good
luck.”

Lit at 220. Lit was never my favorite,
even though you'd think it would be a
piece of cake with all the meeting work
| have done that is non-Q&A. But again,
| prep for those, so there’s little chance
I'm surprised by the content.

READY. BEGIN.

YIKES! Would it be actually better not
having to worry about being precise
on each outline? I'll be able to read
through my junk, right? Ha. Ha. Ha.

Again, though my performance was
a little better than the day before, |
wasn’t as nervous, but still not up to
the standards | set for myself in my
daily working life. A little more air let
out of my sails.

Next up, Jury Charge. Oh, no! | don’t
do court. As | have gotten older, I've
decided to stop going through that
gauntlet at the Daley Center and just
concentrate on depositions. | do take
an occasional trial, but all those briefs
that you had beat into you in school
with repetition — gone.

Or so | thought.

The 240 Jury Charge was good. | was
vindicated. | can do this! | felt the most
confident, and | just missed qualifying.
Little errors. Again, not trusting my
notes.

Then the biggie, 270 Q&A. | told myself,
“I write this speed all the time out in
the wild. | can do this.” And | did —
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after, again, the first two minutes or so
flew by me. | regained my composure
and steadied my hands and my mind
and wrote.

I made the decision even before

the testing began that no matter
what happened, | was going to see

it through to the end. | was typing
those things up. Several of the
contestants just walked out and didn’t
even transcribe anything. Some only
transcribed certain legs. | was the last
man standing in that transcription
room, trying to make heads or tails
out of my outlines. It seemed | could
not read through my crap outlines any
longer. | thought, “Did my hands shift
on the keyboard? Just what was | trying
to write?” Only the test graders know
for sure.

Afterwards, during a “what the heck
was that” wrap-up conversation with
the other contestants, | found out that
even Donna Urlaub had trouble with
the witness’s name. We both did not
trust our notes and ended up changing
the name - mind blown that | was in
sync with one of the greatest writers of
all time, and that even Donna doubted
herself at times. | really was not totally
out in left field when transcribing these
tests. That was one of the biggest

affirmations that | could do this that |
could have ever received.

So long story short, | did not qualify
for any of the legs, but | wasn't alone in
that bucket. Some of the best writers in
the state — and the country even - did
not qualify. | kept up with the big boys
and have lived to tell the tale. | was
close to qualifying in the RT Q&A and
Jury Charge speed; even the dreaded
Lit speed, | wasn't that far off the mark.
But close only counts in horseshoes, as
the saying goes.

I was told | would be humbled by this
experience; that | wasn't the GOAT as |
told myself in my self-affirmations daily;
that | would be taken down a peg.

On the contrary. | was mad at myself. |
knew | could do this. This is not outside
my skill set. This is doable. | sabotaged
myself. | am even more determined to
do it again now to prove to myself that
I am the GOAT, not just in my own mind
but in reality!

It sounds cliché, and | guessiit is, but |
felt like a winner anyway. | put myself
out there. | tried it. | didn’t implode.
It was an empowering experience.

| didn't succeed — this time. But

I'm already thinking of anti-stress
strategies and upping my practicing,
specifically geared to participating

in these tests to come back stronger
next year. Maybe I'll look at EV360

for speed building. Maybe I'll join a
practice group on Facebook. Maybe
Realtime Coach. But I'm determined to
participate again and bring the WOW
factor.

Stephanie Battaglia was literally
jumping for joy when she placed
second in the realtime contest,
exclaiming, “This is my first medal ever,
ever! I've been doing contests for 30-
some years. And one time, | didn't put
in contractions, and | failed, but | keep
coming back!”

Now, if that isnt inspiration for me to
try again, | don’t know what is. Pure joy
and satisfaction of a job well done.

That’s my goal. So watch out reporting
world - I'm entering the arena!

Now for the nuts and bolts of the
whole thing. Here are the results!

Realtime Contest:

Realtime Literary at 180 words per
minute:

Qualifiers: Stephanie Battaglia, Kathryn
Thomas

2nd: Stephanie Battaglia 95%
1st: Kathryn Thomas 95.22%

Realtime Q&A at 200 words per
minute:

Qualifiers: Stephanie Battaglia, Kathryn
Thomas, Tammy Sefranek

3rd: Donna Urlaub - 97.9%

2nd: Lorie Kennedy - 98.3%

1st: Patrick Mahon - 98.4%

Overall Realtime Results:

2nd Place: Stephanie Battaglia - 95.5%
1st Place & taking home the Bonni
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Shuttleworth Traveling Trophy: Kathryn
Thomas - 96.16%

Gary L. Sonntag Memorial
Speed Contest:

Literary at 220 words per minute:

Quialifiers: Tammy Sefranek, Stephanie
Battaglia, Greg Weiland

3rd: Lorie Kennedy - 98.27%
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2nd: Kathryn Thomas - 99.09%
1st: Donna Urlaub - 99.36%

Jury Charge at 240 words per
minute:

Qualifiers: Patrick Mahon, Stephanie
Battaglia

3rd: Greg Weiland - 97.67%
2nd: Lorie Kennedy - 98.08%

1st: A tie! Kathryn Thomas and Donna
Urlaub - 98.83%

Q&A at 270 words per minute:
Qualifiers: Greg Weiland

3rd: Kathryn Thomas - 95.3%
2nd: Lorie Kennedy - 98.52%

1st: Donna Urlaub - 98.81%
Overall Speed Results:

3rd: Kathryn Thomas - 97.75%
2nd: Lorie Kennedy - 98.29%

1st Place & taking home the Sally
Cochran Traveling Trophy, Donna
Urlaub - 99%

Absolutely amazing!!

Congratulations to all the contestants.
I am looking forward to next year. You
WILL see me in the room where it all
happens! Join me!
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Special Thanks...

To our graders, our dictators, and
everyone else who makes the Speed &
Realtime Contests possible!

Photo below; left to right: Teresa Ozuna,
Rita Corson, Laurie Kornmuller

Photo left; left to right: Dee Doubet, Kathryn
Dittmeier, Judy Lehman, Laurie Kornmuller,
Rita Corson

Photo above; left to right: Dee Doubet, Janine Ferren (NCRF Delegate), Rita Corson,
Laurie Kornmuller, Judy Lehman



Thank You to Our Sponsors and Vendors!

By Greg Weiland,
CSR, RDR, CRR,
Immediate Past President

On behalf of the ILCRA board of
directors and all ILCRA members,

we express our sincere gratitude for
the generous sponsorships at our
recent ILCRA Annual Convention in
Bloomington-Normal. The support
of our sponsors was instrumental in
making our convention a resounding
success, and helped us achieve our
goal of providing quality continuing
education — and more importantly,

a time and space for our members

to build community while gathering
and celebrating our profession.

The financial support from our
sponsors allowed us to provide high-
quality facilities and create a vibrant
networking environment.

ILCRA is proud to have had all these
generous organizations and individuals
as sponsor partners, and our hearts
overflow with gratitude, and we thank
them for their unwavering support and
commitment to our beloved profession
and to ILCRA.

PRESIDENT’S RECEPTION
SPONSORS

Platinum Sponsors:

Anthony Krause

Esquire Deposition Solutions
U.S. Legal Support

Veritext Legal Solutions

www.ILCRA.org
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Gold Sponsors:

Lorie Kennedy

Stephanie Battaglia

Greg Weiland/Rob Karpinski

Patrick Mahon (Twin West Reporting)
Dayna Urlaub Trotta and Donna Urlaub
(Urlaub Bowen & Associates)

Jodee Whitley and Sarah Paszkiewicz
(Paszkiewicz Litigation Services)

Silver Sponsors:
Worldwide Litigation Services

Bronze Sponsors:

Rhonda Weiland

Todd Schludt (Stenograph)
Lexitas

IBEW Local 134

GENERAL CONVENTION
SPONSORS

Platinum Sponsors:
Greg Weiland/Rob Karpinski

Gold Sponsors:

Patricia White (Good Sport Captioning)
Dayna Urlaub Trotta and Donna Urlaub
(Urlaub Bowen & Associates)

Ron and Donna Weiland

Bronze Sponsors:

Patrick Mahon (Twin West Reporting)
Kathryn Thomas

Nancy Davis

Rebecca Todd

Tom and Mary Riggs

STUDENT CONVENTION
SPONSORS

Gold Sponsors:

Kathryn Thomas

Greg Weiland/Rob Karpinski

Saralyn Hicks Britt

Kathy Fulks

Nancy McClarty

Nancy Davis

Rebecca Todd

Patrick Mahon (Twin West Reporting)
Dayna Urlaub Trotta and Donna Urlaub
(Urlaub Bowen & Associates)

Silver Sponsors:
Brad Benjamin (Ferrandino Reporting)

Bronze Sponsors:

Rhonda Weiland

Stephanie Battaglia

Amy Doman (Doman Reporting)
Rhonda O’'Neal

Janine Ferren

Sara Sapp

Michelle Banks (Barealtime, Ltd.)
Jo Gayle

SPEAKER SPONSOR
Paszkiewicz Litigation Services
SPEED CONTEST SPONSOR
Melanie Humphrey-Sonntag and
Family

REALTIME CONTEST SPONSOR

Dayna Urlaub Trotta and Donna Urlaub
(Urlaub Bowen & Associates)
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BREAKFAST SPONSOR

Dayna Urlaub Trotta and Donna Urlaub
(Urlaub Bowen & Associates)
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OUR VENDOR PARTNERS

College of Court Reporting
EV360 - Jeff Moody

Esquire Deposition Solutions
McCorkle Litigation Services
Paszkiewicz Litigation Services
Stenograph

Urlaub Bowen & Associates
Worth Business Equipment

SATH
Al

~What's in Your Bag? i

i
-

-8-£4 Tran
il Chedi it Sar
‘ - Check It San
[ Check It San
. |_- Copy of Con Brad Benjamin with Speaker Mike Hensley
¢ Court index
~ Ciourt hndhex THANK YOU
Ciourt Transe TO OUR SPEAKERS!
e Jeff Moody - EV360
Hi Mike McElvain
Donna Urlaub
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Judge Deidre Dyer, Scott Block




YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
Spread the word!

Encourage someone you know to explore court reporting, captioning, and CART as a career.
Ensuring that qualified reporters are in the field is the only way to protect the profession and
to fight digital technologies from taking over our industry.

LOCAL COURT REPORTER
TRAINING PROGRAMS

College of Court Reporting*

111 W. 10th Street, #111, Hobart, IN 46342

866.294.3974 www.ccr.edu

Lake Land College*
5001 Lake Land Blvd, Mattoon, IL 61938
217.234.5253 www.lakelandcollege.edu

Generations College*
29 E. Madison Street, Chicago, IL 60602
312.922.1884 www.generations.edu

Black Hawk College*
6600 34th Ave, Moline, IL 61265
(309) 796-5000
www.bnc.edu

Court Reporting Services

FREE Two-Year Officialship Training Program

325 West Adams Street, Room 307,
Springfield, IL 62704
217-691-2950
www.ilcrs.com/training

*NCRA Certified

“ www.ILCRA.org

ONLINE SCHOOLS

Champion Steno
www.championsteno.com

Des Moines Area

Community College
www.dmacc.edu/pathways/pcs/realtime-
court-reporting.html

Mark Kislingbury
Academy of Court Reporting

www.mkcourtreporting.com

Simply Steno

www.simplysteno.com

Court Reporting at Home
courtreportingathome.com

Magnum Steno
www.magnhumsteno.com

FREE INTRODUCTORY COURSES
NCRA A to Z Program

www.ncra.org/home/start-your-career/
discoversteno-program/ncra-a-to-z-online-
program

Project Steno
https://projectsteno.org
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From The Nancy Davis Awards Luncheon

By Georgia Northway, RPR, CSR, CCR-MO

2025 DSA Recipient Rebecca Todd

It is a once-in-a-lifetime kind of honor to present the 2025
Distinguished Service Award. | want to thank the DSA
Committee, LeAnn Hibler and Melissa Clagg, for their input
and their time in choosing this year’s recipient; it was a
decision that was not made lightly. This year’s recipient

is someone whose knowledge, heart, approachability,
generosity, dedication, attention to detail, strong
professional work ethic, and leadership have resulted in an
extraordinary impact on our profession and has touched so
many lives.

It is finally time to recognize and celebrate with gratitude
this person’s decades of service, to make the countless hours
of unseen work seen, and to acknowledge someone who
consistently goes beyond the call of her various job titles to
ensure the work gets done, and that those around her are
well tended. This is the type of person that | struggle to find
the right words to describe, because everything available

to me in the English language seems to fall short of truly
depicting how incredible this individual is.

This year’s recipient has been a dedicated and consummate
professional since coming into the judicial field more

than 25 years ago. Her first boss, a judge, described her as
consistently meeting and exceeding his expectations with
the work he would give her, saying he considers her “an icon
of professionalism.” His only disappointment was that their
time together didn't last longer.

In the setting of her courthouse, her fellow reporters have
characterized her as “a tremendous force, giving her all each
and every day,” and as “a trusted and respected member

of our court system, always willing to step in and help
whenever someone is in need.”

She is a knowledgeable mentor to her fellow reporters and a
joy to work alongside. Her fun and approachable personality
makes her an incredible colleague, and her willingness to be
available to those around her makes her a trusted friend and
confidant. Her guidance and kindness has been a support

system for those fortunate enough to work with her.

Not only is she a reporter and a mentor, she is also a
supervisor. When she received this promotion it was
described as “much to the delight of all the other court
reporters.” Since assuming this supervisory role, she is said
to be incredibly fair and thoughtful in all aspects of her
responsibilities.

As if being a reporter, a mentor, and a supervisor weren’t
enough, she also volunteers as a teacher, freely giving her
time to any concern of a student. One of her former students
has said: “From the first time setting up my software, to the
first time | ever walked into a courthouse, she was there.”
Another student expressed gratitude for the time this year’s
recipient made a house-call to help with software setup
when the student got overwhelmed.

As if being a reporter, a mentor, a supervisor, and a volunteer



teacher weren't enough, she is also a trailblazer. She was

a cornerstone in launching a successful court reporting
program in a brick-and-mortar college in lllinois. Her
students consider her, and | quote, “the face of this program,
from beginning to end.” After the launch of this program,
she continued to dedicate her time and resources to this
college, volunteering to be involved in student affairs,
spearheading mentorships and field trips to the courthouse
for students who are enrolled this program.

| can’t conclude without mentioning on top of being a
reporter, a mentor, a supervisor, a teacher, a trailblazer,

a leader, and a friend, she was also an arbitration
administrator, who organized and kept statistics in a pilot
program in the 14th Circuit. Her meticulous attention to
detail and willingness to learn the Settlement Data Initiative
resulted in less than one percent of arbitration cases going
to trial, saving litigants countless hours of time, and in turn,
a lot of money. It is extraordinary how this year’s recipient
has touched the lives of so many people beyond friends and
colleagues, judges and clerks, students and teachers, and
extends to individuals in her community as a single-serving
dose of her dedication and work ethic.

It's clear that she has a heart bigger than this room and the
kind of vivacity that would make the Energizer Bunny lower
his sunglasses and say, “wow!” She has lifted others up, gone
above and beyond time and time again for the people who
depend on her, quietly and without fanfare, embracing the
power she has to change the trajectory of the lives of those
who have had the good fortune to know her, to work with
her, to have her as a reporter, a supervisor, a friend, a teacher,
a mentor. It is with deep admiration and sincere gratitude
on behalf of the entire lllinois reporting community that we
recognize and congratulate this year’s ILCRA Distinguished
Service Award recipient... Rebecca Todd. ®

E-TRAN « Conference Room Available

Lori A. Eder, cSR,RPR, RMR
847-623-7580

fax 847-623-7597
LLReporting@sbcglobal.net

L&L REPORTING

SERVICE

www.LandLCourtReporting.com
9 North County St., Suite 102 » Waukegan, IL 60085

www.ILCRA.org

COURIPREPORTING
AND CAPTIONING

® Online classes with Zoom
component for theory and
speedbuilding courses

® Special admission process
includes tests in English
grammar, keyboarding, and
interest inventory

® Self-paced speedbuilding

classes e Affordable, pay as you go

tuition
® Rent-to-own steno writer
option

® Textbook rental program

® Core classes taught by
court reporters

Lisa Earp

LA_I(E LAND Business Instructor

COLLEGE
f]

Director of Court Reporting
Office Professionals Program Coordinator

217-234-
https://www.facebook.com/ ERREREL

LakeLandCollegeCourtReporting learp@lakelandcollege.edu
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Student Scholarship Winners

Thank you to Teresa Ozuna for coordinating, organizing, and
selecting the winners of the Student Scholarships this year!

2025 ILCRA Student Scholarship Essay Contest
Winner - Elizabeth Deavers

Stenography plays a very important role in everyone's lives.
Stenographers assist our justice system, our education system,
and many other areas of day-to-day life. That is one of the main
reasons | chose this career path.

I've recently been given the opportunity to work in a courthouse
as a court specialist while continuing my education. This
experience has taught me how to better use the resources
around me to improve my education. It's also helped me
understand the real-life demands of this career and how | can
better prepare myself to meet them.

Many of these new resources have helped me significantly,
including the opportunity to sit in on real court cases. I've found
that being able to be present in a courtroom is very different
from timed-practiced dictations. It has given me a different and
more practical perspective on the career.

During this time working in a courthouse, | have also had the
chance to learn from many experienced reporters. Learning from
someone who has spent years in this career — and being able to
apply their advice to help me grow in my education - has helped
me tremendously. Having a group of people to turn to when I'm
stuck or need guidance is incredibly reassuring during times of
doubt.

When learning to be a stenographer, I'm certain everyone has
their own strategies for coping with frustrations. | personally
find myself relying on the people around me to help me through
tough times. My family, friends, and co-workers support me

in ways that have made all the difference in my journey to
becoming a certified reporter.

With all of this being said, | believe the key to success is simple:
keep working towards your goals and keep the people that
support you close - because this process can be tough. Even
when | feel discouraged, | know success is always possible, no
matter how long it takes. I'm grateful for the opportunities | have
right now, as they're helping me push through the hard times in
my education and make my way toward becoming a successful
stenographer.

Sincere thanks to Fred Rosenberg for spearheading the
Seymour Wolfe Scholarship Award.

2025 Seymour Wolfe Scholarship Winner -
Grace Landers

From the moment | learned about court reporting, | was drawn
to its unique blend of precision, speed, and responsibility. The
ability to preserve the spoken word with such accuracy and
professionalism fascinated me. | believe that stenographic
reporting plays a vital role in our justice system, and being part
of that process fills me with pride and purpose. As a student, |
have come to respect the discipline, commitment, and technical
skill required to excel in this field, and | am determined to carry
that responsibility forward with the same passion that Seymour
Wolfe exemplified.

My passion for this profession goes beyond the classroom. While
being a full-time student has been an incredible honor, it has also
come with certain limitations, particularly in terms of attending
social gatherings. However, I've found that simply speaking
about this profession often sparks curiosity and admiration
from family, friends, and even strangers. Sharing insights about
this rewarding career path has become something | genuinely
enjoy, almost as much as practicing it itself. Outside of school, |
volunteer online with a local church group from my hometown,
where | assist in organizing community events and outreach
activities. This involvement has taught me the importance of
service, connection, and supporting those in need, values that
align closely with the role of a court reporter in fostering justice
and truth.

To me, giving back is not just an activity, it’s a way of life. | am
inspired by Seymour Wolfe’s dedication to his communities and
strive to honor that legacy by making a difference wherever |
can. | am deeply grateful for the opportunity to apply for this
scholarship, and if chosen, | will carry forward this profession’s
values with integrity, service, and enthusiasm.

Congratulations to Cloe Johnson, who won the
Bob Fields student scholarship, presented by
Donna Urlaub. ILCRA extends a heartfelt thank you to
Donna for supporting lllinois students while honoring
the legacy of Mr. Bob Fields. =



Career Day in lllinois

Thanks to Laurie Kornmuller, Education ™%
Liaison for ILCRA, for attending the
Lincoln-Way High Schools in New
Lenox/Frankfort Career Day, which
took place on October 21, 2025. Over
500 students were in attendance!

Do you plan on attending a future
career fair? Send your photos to
contact@ilcra.org, and we will publish
your experience in the next edition of
the Ad Infinitum! @
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" WORTH cavrment
Steven Worth

4154 W. Barry Ave
Chicago, IL 60641

(773) 777-1474
WorthStenoService.com
Worth4154@msn.com



www.ILCRA.org
WorthStenoService.com
mailto:Worth4154@msn.com
mailto:contact@ilcra.org

ILCRA Hosts First Ever Student Seminar Track

By Georgia Northway,
RPR, CSR-IL, CCR-MO

With the help of lllinois court reporting
teachers and the invaluable efforts

of Andrea Jent, ILCRA put on its first
Student Seminar Track during the 2025
convention. This track consisted of
three one-hour sessions that included
RPR/CSR test prep, a trivia hour with
prizes, and a town-hall session, where
students got to ask questions of
Andrea and myself.

We are so thankful to the teachers of
these court reporting students, who
helped us curate the content for these
seminars, as well as chaperoning
students and securing their
attendance. We had about 18 students
in total who attended these seminars!

Given it was our first year trying this
out, we hit plenty of bumps in the road
and noted the details that require our
attention for next year. This is certainly
something Andrea and | would like to
offer again next year!

What'’s more, through some incredibly
generous donations from our ILCRA

members, students were afforded the
opportunity to attend the Nancy Davis
Awards Luncheon at no cost. In fact,
the entirety of the Student Seminar
Track was extended to these students
at no additional expense to them.

The support of our students directly
impacts the future of our profession,
and it is our grand hope that we can set
the example for our neighboring states
- maybe even the rest of the country

- for engaging with court reporting
students in another meaningful way
that guides them on their path to
success and professionalism. B



Food, Games, and Fun

Snapshots from the 2025 Bloomington-Normal ILCRA Convention

Remember - convention is so much more than continuing education. It’s a wonderful opportunity to see longtime friends,
form new connections, spend time face-to-face, and head into the next work week feeling rejuvenated and inspired!
ILCRA looks forward to seeing you in the Chicagoland area next September for another fantastic annual convention!
Details are coming soon! ®
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Join ILCRA

Your membership plays a crucial role in sustaining ILCRA’s ability to retain a professional lobbyist.
This lobbyist actively monitors legislative developments in real time and ensures that ILCRA
receives immediate updates on any bills, policies, or requlatory changes that directly impact your
professional license and long-term job security.

ILCRA's lobbyist is your voice in the rooms where decisions are made—advocating for the rights,
interests, and value of all court reporters across the State of lllinois. By supporting ILCRA with your
dues, your membership helps protect our profession, safeguard our standards, and promote the
continued recognition of court reporters as essential to the administration of justice.

Your membership strengthens our collective influence and ensures that court reporters remain
heard, protected, and respected at the state level.

Membership with the lllinois Court Reporters Association has its privileges!
As a member, you receive exclusive benefits, including:

o AD INFINITUM - our quarterly e-newsletter

« Discounted ILCRA ANNUAL CONVENTION and Seminar registration fees - a savings of $100
« BRIEFS, BRIEFS, and MORE BRIEFS

o« COMPLIMENTARY ADVERTISING in ILCRA's Find a Reporter locator

« Exclusive use of the ILCRA MEMBER LOGO to highlight your professionalism

o MEMBER-ONLY access to the Website with the latest legislative news

o PRIORITY RESPONSE from the ILCRA board when you email contact@ilcra.org

JOIN OR RENEW ONLINE — https://ilcra.memberclicks.net
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